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Water security 
“Reliable access to water of sufficient quantity and quality for 

basic human needs, small-scale livelihoods and local 
ecosystem services, coupled with a well managed risk of 

water-related disasters”



• Standard WASH approaches do not 
adequately prepare communities to manage 
ongoing threats to their water resources and 
WASH services.

• People remain vulnerable to changing water 
availability, water quality and competing 
demands.

• Coping strategies are fragile.

Problem definition



Integrated water resources management?



An approach that combines

Securing Water Resources Approach

Delivery of WASH 
services

Actions that strengthen resilience to 
ongoing water-related threats likely to 
impact on health and livelihoods

With



Embedding in policy

Communities

National Government

Local Government

Information Assistance

REDUCED RISK



The Securing Water Resources Approach



Identifying threats



On-going monitoring of threats



• Agreeing allocations of 
scarce supplies

• Enforcing protection of 
water catchments

• Rationing during scarcity
• Temporary restriction of 

certain uses
• Demanding better WASH 

services from responsible 
authorities

Using the results of monitoring to take action…



• More than six years of high-quality water resource data 
collected & used as a basis for allocation

• Independent expansion to new areas
• High level of local government engagement
• Improved WASH services
• Increased climate resilience
• Effective early warning
• Advocacy tool

Achievements 



• High government staff turnover 
• Heavy reliance on community mobilisation skills
• Integrating into all WASH programming as relevant
• Embedding in (or connecting with) national IWRM institutions
• Scale
• Adapting to new (more challenging) contexts
• Measuring resilience
• Sanitation and hygiene
• Accessing climate finance

Challenges & Next Steps
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